
SLEMISH COLLEGE
APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL - BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Introduction

The post of Principal will become vacant from 3 January, 2011 as a result of the retirement of Dr R S Jennings, who has been Principal since the inception of the College in September 1996.

The Board of Governors wishes to appoint to this important position a Principal with the vision, enthusiasm, skills and commitment to provide strategic leadership and direction in what is a rapidly changing educational environment.  This is an outstanding opportunity to build on Slemish’s outstanding success in what is still a relatively young school.

School Context

Slemish College is a grant maintained integrated College for students aged 11 -19.  The College was founded in 1996 by parents who wanted a post primary option for their children in the Mid Antrim area.  The school is situated on 23 acres in the Harryville area of Ballymena.

The College provides excellent facilities for its students and at present we have just completed an economic appraisal for a new purpose built sports hall and extra tennis courts.  Our sixth form centre was finished in 2002.  All our rooms are equipped with a data projector and all departments have access to interactive whiteboards.  We also have established an environmental garden which is maintained by staff and students.

The College has 750 students aged from 11 – 19 years of age, 123 of whom are in the Sixth Form.  Slemish College is one of the most oversubscribed schools in Northern Ireland with regularly over 200 students applying for 120 places in year 8.  Slemish College became a bilateral school in 2002.  This means that 35% of our students are selected according to academic ability.  Students come to the College from a wide geographical area, both rural and urban and from diverse socio economic and religious backgrounds.  Two students have joined the College with English as an additional language, whilst 26 students have statements of Special Educational Needs.  The Education and Training Inspectorate report on Slemish College in April 2009 (1)  described the provision for Special Educational needs students as very good and the College’s commitment to those pupils at risk of marginalisation as excellent.

The ability range of our students varies from year to year.  In general, around 50% of our students would be above the national average; however, the ability range is wide.  Our students achieve high standards in public examinations including excellent levels of attainment at Key Stage 4 as per the Standard Inspection Report, April 2009. Students regularly achieve more than 80% A* - C in 5 GCSE subjects.  

Slemish College has a strong pastoral and curricular structure which ensures that students of all abilities are fully supported in achieving their potential. The quality of Pastoral Care in Slemish College was designated as outstanding.

(1) A copy of the Inspectorate’s Report is available at: www.deni.gov.uk
Slemish College has established a reputation for outstanding quality of teaching.  The College focuses on innovation and creative learning and teaching approaches throughout the school.  We have a unique and strong people based College where everyone is encouraged and supported to develop personal capabilities for the benefit of themselves, colleagues and students (Investors in People Report, October 2009).

Slemish is also a Specialist School in Humanities and thus has established significant links with local partners and businesses.

The College is committed to encouraging our students to be enterprising ‘can do’ young people. We are an International Award School and have links with Saudi Arabia, Jordan, India and the U.S.A. The College offers a wide range of extra curricular activities all of which can be viewed at the College’s on-line prospectus: www.slemishcollege.org.uk. 

The success of Slemish College is founded upon students, staff and governors who are committed to the adventure of learning together in an environment where everyone, whatever their tradition or ability is equally valued.

The Mission Statement of the school states that;
“Slemish College welcomes students of all traditions and abilities to learn together in a caring school community where self worth and mutual respect are highly valued. In partnership with parents we seek to offer opportunities for individual success while promoting excellence in education for all.’
There are 45 Full-time teachers with 16 part-time members of teaching staff and Slemish is well served by 42 support staff work in the administrative, financial, technical and maintenance areas of Slemish College.
The Principal leads the School Leadership Team (SLT) which is responsible for the strategic leadership and management of Slemish College under the oversight of the Board of Governors. Membership of the SLT is comprised of the Principal, two Vice-Principals and two Senior Teachers. Staff in the College are also given the opportunity to join the SLT on a termly basis as part of Staff Development.  An organisational chart in attached at Appendix1.
At GCSE students have option blocks that allow them to enter for 9 ½ GCSE subjects or 8 ½ subjects. The majority of students are required to study GCSE English, Mathematics, and Science to at least Single Award and Religious Education (short course). There is also on offer a flexibility course in conjunction with the Northern Regional College.
A significant number of Students continue into sixth form at Slemish. The College offers two options for students at post 16: Option one – 4 AS levels, 3 A2 levels. Option two – 3 AS and A2 levels. Students must also chose two entitlement courses.
A number of sixth formers also join us from other schools in the area. Over the past 5 years an average of 55% of students have achieved at least three passes at grade A-C and 97% have obtained at least two passes at grades A-E. As a result a high proportion of leavers from year 14 proceed to Universities throughout the United Kingdom. Students regularly achieve their target grades at post – 16.  The College is well on the way to achieving the Entitlement framework for all our students.
Slemish College’s current budget is £3.3 m. This year we also received a £32k grant from the Wolfson Foundation and as part of the Specialist School project we receive £70k from DENI.
Ballymena Learning Together 
The College is a committed member of the Ballymena Learning Together Community which is comprised of the nine post primary schools in the Ballymena Area. The College offers Music, Languages and Science subjects to the BLTC. Currently students from other schools come to Slemish College to study GCSE Geography and Biology. 
                             _________________________________________________
PAGE  
1

